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Announcement
Since the start of the Pandemic, we have not been able to meet face to face regularly and, as our
staff have worked from home, our office at Cromwell Villa has stood empty.
Cromwell Villa is very important to staff and members alike. It has been our home for a long time
now and offered a safe and comfortable place for us to meet and be welcomed and accepted for
who we are. We have a great affection for Cromwell Villa and the many friends we have met there.
As we move out of lockdown and we hope, the threat from Covid -19 recedes, we have begun to
consider how and when we can meet up again. We have had to accept that Cromwell Villa is unlikely
to meet our needs for a safe, socially distanced place to meet in the future.
In October, we had a conversation about this at our Advisory Group meeting and we have discussed
the issue more generally with our members over the last year. Sadly, we have decided that in order
to allow us to return to face to face meetings with our members we need to give
up Cromwell Villa as our office. It is true also, that cost has been part of this decision. Working from
home will mean a significant saving and that will allow us to hire venues that are more suitable for
meeting with each other in a safe way.
We want to reassure you that we are absolutely committed to continuing to work with you as
members. We are all desperate to return to face to face working and we are examining how best we
do that as we move forward out of lockdown. There is no desire to move away from face to face
meetings, indeed this decision will allow us to find spaces which we can use safely and which are
more accessible right across Highland, without being tied to Cromwell Villa.
We are not looking for a new office space at the moment. That may change if our funding situation
changes but for now we are looking to a future where we can meet with as many of you as possible,
free from the constraints that our office places on us. A future where more of you can engage with
us and where we can keep each other safe, both mentally and physically.
The new trading address for SPIRIT is - SPIRIT Advocacy, PO Box 5809, Inverness, IV1 9GB and you
can reach us on the telephone by calling 0300 365 9366
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